
Kindergarten Art Print	


“The Peaceable Kingdom” - by Edward Hicks, 1780-1849	
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Basic Biography (summarized from Wikipedia biography of Edward Hicks)  
Born to wealthy parents, Edward Hicks was raised by a close friend of his family, Elizabeth Twining, after his 
mother died when he was 18 months old.  Twining was a Quaker and passed her religious beliefs to Hicks. He 
loved art at an early age and painted coaches as one of his first jobs. He eventually became a preacher and, in 
order to support his family, he began to paint other subjects and tavern signs. The painting, however, 
conflicted with the necessity to keep everything plain in accordance with Quaker customs. Hicks became 
discouraged and gave up preaching and painting for farming, but this venture proved unsuccessful. At the 
suggestion of a friend, he got back to painting and quickly became a Quaker painter. He was able to express 
religious views through art and used many symbols in his works. At first, the reviews of his work were 
mediocre – mainly because he repeated certain themes and many of his works were very similar (there are 61 
versions of Peaceable Kingdom). He often shows aggressive animals with timid ones to communicate calm 
and peace. Many of his paintings also show interactions between animals and people. He uses subtle details to 
share his beliefs with the viewer, so careful study of his art can be rewarding.  



Discussion Questions to Try:	


Ask students to look at the painting and describe to you what they see.  
How does the painting make you feel? Why?  
What colors do you see in the painting? Do you think the artist had a reason for using 
these colors? 
If you painted this, would you use these colors or different ones? Why?  
Where is the light coming from?  
What is your favorite part of this painting?  
Where would you like to be if you were inside this painting? Why?  
Why do you think all the animals are there? Are those animals friends?  
If they haven’t already talked about it, draw their attention to the back of the painting. 
Who are those people? What are they doing? Do you think the animals know they are 
there? 
What do you think the animals would say to each other? What would the animals say to 
the people?	


!
Project Idea (might be easier for lower grades):	


Before the lesson, cut out lots of pictures of animals (from magazines, printed from 
internet) and ask the kids to each pick one picture to glue to their paper (using glue 
sticks).  Then, have the kids draw a scene of their animal doing something with other 
animals with whom the pictured animal would not typically play.  You may suggest a 
park or birthday party as a setting (perhaps lots of animals with birthday hats!).  The kids 
may ask to use more than one animal picture in their depiction, which is ok (you may 
suggest this up front, if you wish).  Other settings might be the playground, lunch time, a 
soccer game, etc.	


!
!
!



Project Idea (adapted from incredibleart.org).  Go to www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/elem/
Jeanette-peace.htm to see examples).  NOTE: Might be more appropriate for upper grades:	
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You will need: 12” X 12” or 8” X 8” drawing paper, a ruler and sharpie (to create the 
border), pencils, erasers, and EITHER colored pencils, crayons, OR markers. 	


1. After discussing “Peaceable Kingdom,” have the students brainstorm kinds of 
animals that they would like to draw. 	


2. Tell them that they will need to pick 2 animals and that it would be best to choose 
animals that would not normally “get along,” such as a lion and a lamb. 	


3. Provide them with prepared 12” x 12” or 8” x 8” drawing paper with a 1-inch 
border already drawn. 	


4. Have students decorate the border in any way they choose (a pattern would be 
nice...) and then ask them to draw their two animals in a scene together. The scene 
could be a forest, or a pet shop, or a meadow... Whatever they choose is fine. 	


5. Remind them to show peace and calm with their drawings, just like Hicks did. 
Draw with a pencil, and then color the animals in. 	


6. Ask them to sign their names inside the border when they are finished. 

http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/elem/Jeanette-peace.htm

