
Second Grade Art Print	


Christina’s World - by Andrew Wyeth	
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Background Information	


Andrew Wyeth, born in Chadd’s Ford, PA, was the son of the talented illustrator, N.C. 
Wyeth. His father created great theatrical paintings of the West and the myths that 
produced our notions of cowboys, indians, and holdup men. Andrew Wyeth grew up 
surrounded by artists and was taught by his demanding father to do precise and accurate 
drawings. He was very fragile as a child and was schooled at home, spending many hours 
alone in inventive play and reading, as well as art. Wyeth worked in pencil and pen and 
ink and then watercolor. Eventually he came to his mature style of painting in egg 
tempura on board. This is a very slow and precise way of working. We know that Wyeth 
spent many months on each of his paintings, doing several drawings and completely 
working out his ideas before painting.	


As an adult, Wyeth lived a very private existence in a small town in Maine. His neighbors 
were Christina Olson and her brother. The Olsons and other neighbors were frequently 
the subject of Wyeth’s work. Christina Olson was a paralytic crippled by a progressive 
disease that left her unable to walk. She used a chair to help her move around her house, 
but outdoors she dragged herself across the ground or crawled. One day, Andrew Wyeth 
looked out from his window and saw Christina out picking blueberries. Wyeth is painting 
this as a simple story but captures, in the composition of sweeping grass, lonely and 
distant weather-beaten houses, and Christina’s faded dress, symbols for the struggle of 
existence, human loneliness, courage, and the refusal to be defeated.	


Discussion Ideas	


This is a painting where you might give the name of the artist and the painting’s title to 
the children first. The title tells us the woman’s name is Christina. What else can we tell 
about her by looking at the painting? How can you tell? What might her dress say about 
her? 	


Get someone to model the position she is in, and have the other children check it against 
the painting. Ask the model how the position feels. Why is she in this position? What 
might she be doing out there in that position in the field? Prompt the children to look at 
her arms and bones if they don’t pick up on the deformity (they are very bony and 
skinny). 	


What do you notice about the house and barn? (old, sparse, faded colors, no trees, etc.) 
Where might you be that shade trees aren’t very important? Ask them to look closely for 
other details (such as the birds around the barn or the clothes on the clothesline).	


Has anyone heard of the word ‘perspective’? What do you think that word means (“point 
of view”)?  What does that word mean when we are discussing a painting?  In art it has 



several meanings, but mainly refers to capturing the illusion of space.  That is, we know 
it’s a flat painting on a board, but it looks like we can see across a field of great distance.  
How does the artist help create this perspective of there being distance between Christina 
and the house (there is a lot of space between them; the house is smaller than Christina; 
the house is positioned up high to create a horizon)?  Wyeth is helping us to see what 
Christina sees.	


One of the trademarks of Wyeth’s painting is the use of perspective, often an odd one, 
like a bird’s-eye view. The high placement of the horizon line means we see lots of 
ground like Christina; it makes the house appear far away. What else makes the house 
feel far away, empty, or a struggle to reach? It’s smaller than Christina, very plain and 
neutral in color. In fact, look at all the colors. What can you say about them? They are all 
very neutral.	


Look at Wyeth’s brush strokes. He has painted individual blades of grass in the 
foreground. They get smaller and closer together as they move toward the horizon line.	


What kind of day is this? How do we know (there are strong shadows on and under her, 
which indicate a bright sun)?  The sky is quite pale and lifeless, though.  Ask the children 
why they think this is such a famous painting, or why he is such a popular artist. They 
will probably comment on how real the painting looks. Explain that a realist painter still 
leaves things out or puts them in to create a mood. That it is much more calculated than 
just taking a photograph. Andrew Wyeth has made Christina a symbol - that is, she 
represents an idea, that life can be a struggle and that many people must find courage to 
live their lives.	


Other questions to ask:	


How do you feel when you look at this painting? Why?	


How do you think the artist felt painting this?	


Do you like this painting?  Why or why not?	
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Project/Activity Ideas:	


1. Practice Creating “Perspective”: Instruct the children to draw a high horizon line across 
the paper. Then, have them cut out a little house from colored construction paper and 
place it on the horizon line. Add a drawing of something in the foreground that in reality 
is much smaller than the house (an animal, person, a small tree, etc.), but tell them to 
draw it much larger and place it down low in the foreground, like where Christina is in 
the painting. This will create the illusion of distance.  For children who progress quickly 
in their drawings, encourage them to add other means of perspective drawing: putting 
warm colors in the foreground and cool colors in the background, overlapping 
background with middle ground and then foreground shapes, more detail in the 
foreground and less detail in the background.	


2. Use something like a scarf to loosely tie together the ankles of the children a few at a 
time. Give them specific tasks to try out with the instructions that they can move around 
only in a manner similar to Christina. They can pull themselves up to standing with the 
help of a chair and walk a step at a time if they can push a chair out in front of themselves 
and use it to propel themselves without actually stepping out. They can pull their bodies 
along the floor with their arms and shoulders. The other children could discuss what they 
could and could not do with those limitations. Talk about how it feels not to be able to do 
something you would like to because one’s body does not work properly. How do those 
feelings relate to the painting? Did Andrew Wyeth capture the spirit of Christina and her 
struggles in life?	


3. Use the attached Step-by-Step Perspective instruction sheet to teach the kids how to draw 
using perspective.  You can give them each a sheet of paper and they can use pencils to 
draw as you show them each step (on the dry erase or chalkboard).  Once they finish the 
step-by-step drawings, they can color in and embellish their pictures and add whatever 
details they want.  Encourage them to add trees in the distance (they would be small to 
show that they are far away).  Close-up trees would appear larger in correct perspective.	


4. Give the kids the attached Perspective of Distance sheet and allow them to choose which 
scene to try to recreate using perspective.  You can briefly go over each part of the sheet 
first, and then parents can help as the kids create their pictures.	


5. Some of the kids (especially the boys) might be interested to try perspective drawing the 
LEGO Man (sheet attached).  If they’ve gone through the above exercises, they might be 
ready to try it for fun if there is time (Warning: if you pass this out first, the boys 
probably won’t listen to the other parts of the exercise!).	
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Step-by-Step Perspective





LEGO Man Perspective


